
 

The War of 1812 Lesson Plan Unit_5th Grade  

Baltimore 

 

Note to Teachers: 

This War of 1812 Unit was originally created for a 5th grade class in 

Baltimore, Maryland.  The activities may be edited to meet the needs 

of your classroom.  

  



The War of 1812 

 

 

 

 

Due:     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Name _________________________________________________ 

Homeroom Teacher ___________________________________________ 
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Task 1: CAUSES (Due:   ) 

1. In Your own words describe the various causes of the War of 

1812.  
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Task 2: The Battles (Due:   ) 

Independently research the battles listed below.  

Battle OF Detroit 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People: 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People: 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:______________________________  Location: _______________________ 

What happened?  Describe the key events of the battle. 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

How might the outcome have changed if the Native Americans had not supported 

the British?   

 

EXTRA CREDIT (2pts) What weapons did the British take from the Americans? 

 

  

 



Battle OF New Orleans 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:_____________________________  Location: ___________________________________ 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

 

How did the outcome of the battle effect how American citizens viewed the British 

navy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra Credit: (2 pts) What future American President took a leading role in this 

battle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Burning of Washington D.C. 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People Leaders/Important People 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:____________________________________  Location: __________________________ 

What happened? 

 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

What effect did this have on the American People? 

 

 

Extra Credit (2 pts) What role did the weather play in the British Casualties? 

 

 

Extra Credit (2 pts) What did the British find in the White House? 

 

 

 



Battle of Baltimore (Research done in the field!) 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People Leaders/Important People 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date: _____________________________________ Location: ____________________________ 

What happened? 

 

 

Outcome of the battle(who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

What might have happened if the Americans had not scuttled the boats in the 

Patapsco River? 

 

Extra Credit: (2pts) What part of the Battle took place in Patterson Park? What 

happened there specifically?  

 

 

 

Extra Credit: (2pts) Name the boats that were scuttled (2 pts for every boat 

named correctly.) 

 

 

  



Independently research the battles listed below.  

Battle OF Havre de Grace 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People: 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People: 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:______________________________  Location: _______________________ 

What happened?  Describe the key events of the battle. 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

Why was the victory so easy for the british? 

 

EXTRA CREDIT (2pts) Why is there a memorial to American John O’Neill there? 

 

 

 



Independently research the battles listed below.  

Battle OF St. Michael’s 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People: 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People: 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:______________________________  Location: _______________________ 

What happened?  Describe the key events of the battle. 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

What specifically did the British want to destroy in the town? 

EXTRA CREDIT (2pts) What “legend” is associated with the Battle of St. Michael’s? 

 

 

 



Independently research the battles listed below.  

Battle OF Craney Island (Norfolk) 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People: 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People: 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:______________________________  Location: _______________________ 

What happened?  Describe the key events of the battle. 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

What ship (frigate) did the British want to get in norfolk? 

EXTRA CREDIT (2pts) Where was the USS Constitution built? 

 

 

 



Independently research the battles listed below.  

Battle OF Hampton Roads 

Americans BRITISH 

Leaders/Important People: 

 

 

 

Leaders/Important People: 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Casualties and Losses 

*Killed _____ 

* Wounded______ 

*Captured ______ 

*Missing ______ 

*TOTAL_________ 

Where and when did the battle take place? 

Date:______________________________  Location: _______________________ 

What happened?  Describe the key events of the battle. 

Outcome of the battle (who won and what did they gain from victory): 

 

 

What specifically did the British want to destroy in the town? 

EXTRA CREDIT (2pts) Who was mostly responsible for the atrocities that took place 

there? 

 

 

 



Task 3: The Americans (due:    ) 

 

Write a summary of an American involved in the War of 

1812.  Here are some options (you do not have to choose 

someone from this list): 

 

• James Madison 

• Andrew Jackson 

• William Weatherford 

• Tecumseh 

• Dolly Madison 

• Paul Jennings 

• Samuel Smith 

• Francis Scott Key 

• George Armistead 

• Captain Thomas Boyle 

 

 

The summary needs to be Five paragraphs and include the 

following:  

• the opening 

• what the person did before the War of 1812 

• their involvement in the War of 1812 

• their life after the War of 1812 

• closing paragraph 
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Task 4: The British (Due:   )  

 

Write a summary of a British Military Official who 

participated in The War of 1812. Pick from one of the 

following: 

 

• Robert Ross 

• Alexander Cochrane 

• George Cockburn 

 

The summary needs to be Five paragraphs and include the 

following:  

• the opening 

• what the person did before the War of 1812 

• their involvement in the War of 1812 

• their life after the War of 1812 

• closing paragraph 
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Task 5: Statistics of the War of 1812 

(Due:   ) 

Pie Chart 

Create a pie chart depicting the number of British and American 

Troops in the Army at the beginning of the War of 1812 

British Army: _______  

British Army stationed in Nearby Canada:____________ 

Americans: ________  

Number of soldiers in the British Army in 1812: 243,885 

Number of British soldiers stationed in Canada in 1812: 6000 

Number of soldiers in the United States Army in 1812: 70001
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.shmoop.com/war-1812/citations.html#1


Double Bar Graphs 

Use information on casualties you gathered on the Battles of 

Detroit, New Orleans, Baltimore, and Washington D.C. to answer 

the questions and fill in the Double bar graph. (blue for American 

and red for British) 

 

________________________________________________ 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

1) How many total American casualties were there in the four 

battles you researched? ______________  

Which one had the most American casualties? ____________________ 

 

2) How many total British casualties were there in the four battles 

you researched? ________________  

Which one had the most British Casualties? __________________ 



 

3) Find the answers to the following using the casualty 

information you collected in your double bar graph. 

 

Country Range Median  Mean Mode 

British     

Americans     

 

 

EXTRA CREDIT (2 pts) How would the overall mean change if 100 

more American soldiers were killed in the Battle of Detroit? 

Answer: __________ 

Explain:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 6: (Due:    ) 

Choose 1 

A):  Imagine you live in and around Patterson Park during the summer of 

September 1814. In august you stood at the top of Hampstead Hill and 

looked Southwest at a glow on the horizon.  The glow is the White House 

and other buildings being burned to the ground in Washington D.C. by the 

attacking British Army. A few short weeks later you wake up to find 

British Warships approaching the Harbor. What kind of emotions would 

you go through after seeing this? What would you and your family decide 

to do? 

 

Include: 

• Details from a Baltimore citizen’s perspective 

• Information from the appropriate perspective about the major events 

leading up to the Battle of Baltimore 

• First person writing (I, we, us, etc.)  

 

A):  Imagine you are a resident of Washington D.C. in August, 1814. You 

have just received word that the British defeated the militia sent to 

defend the city at the Battle of Bladensburg. Within a few hours the 

British will be in Washington D.C. What do you plan on doing? Do you 

want to leave? Can you leave? Would you stay and fight? Would you stay 

and try and persuade the British to not hurt your family and property? 

Explain what you would attempt to do in the space below.  

Include: 

• Details from a Washington D.C.  citizen’s perspective 

• Information from the appropriate perspective about the major events 

leading up to the Burning of Washington D.C. 

• First person writing (I, we, us, etc.)  
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Task 8: Conclusion 

(Due:    ) 

In your opinion, who were the “winners” and “losers” of this war? Please 

include details and evidence from your research to support your opinion. 
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Task 7: Reading Response 

(Due:    ) 

 

Pick one book from each list (fiction and non-fiction).  Complete a 

“Non-fiction Sharing Board” for your non-fiction selection and a 

“Sandwich Book Report Project” for your fiction selection.  Circle 

your choice below.  If you have a different book that you would like 

to complete a report on, it must first be approved by your teacher. 

 

Non-fiction: 

A Timeline of the War of 1812, by Sandra and Owen Giddens 

The War of 1812: The New American Nation Goes to War With 

England, by Mark Byer 

The Calhoun-Randolph Debate on the Eve of the War of 1812: A 

Primary Source Investigation by Jennifer Silate 

Battles of the War of 1812 by Diane and Henry Smolinski 

 

 

Fiction:  

Washington is Burning, by Marty Rhodes Figley 

The Boy Who Saved the Town, by Brenda Seabrooke 

The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew, by Rebecca C. Jones 

Dolly Madison Saves George Washington by Don Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non-Fiction Sharing Board 

(Summary/ Vocabulary Worksheet)     

Fold a large sheet of paper in eighths. Draw neat lines to separate the blocks. Write the key words at the 

top of the block. Then complete the block according to the directions below. Be prepared to share!

Title  

Author 

  
Sharing board  

by  

Your Name  

Main Idea 

 
 

What is the main 

idea of the book? 

Write a sentence 

that gives the 

main idea in a 

simple yet 

complete 

statement. 

Chart or 

Graph 

  

 
Create a chart or 

graph to display 

some of the 

information you 

learned in the 

book. 

 

Vocabulary  
 

 

List important 

book vocabulary 

words.  

You may 

illustrate some of 

the words.  

Be sure you know 

what they mean! 

Amazing Fact  

 
Draw a picture 

and write a 

sentence to share 

an amazing fact 

that you learned 

from the book.  

Connections 

 
How can you 

connect this 

information to 

something in your 

life or something 

you have read? 

Illustrate or 

explain in words. 

Beyond the 

Text 

 
Where do you 

think you could 

look for more 

information on 

this topic? Draw 

pictures and/or 

write a sentence 

to explain. 

Evaluation 

 
 

Write a few 

sentences which 

tell how you felt 

about the book. 

You may also use 

pictures or 

symbols. 



Sandwich Book Report Project 

Here are the instructions for creating your sandwich book (sheets 

provided).  This project will be graded on quality of the project, knowledge 

of the content and creativity. Have Fun!! 

 

1. Write the book title, author, illustrator (if there is one), and your name the 

BREAD top. 

 

2. Write a one-paragraph summary of the book on the LETTUCE. 

 

3. Describe or draw the book's setting on the TOMATO. 

 

4. Describe the main character in one paragraph on the MEAT. 

 

5. Write about a part of the book that made you happy on the CHEESE. 

 

6. Describe a part of the book that you thought was sweet or sad on the 

ONION.  Also write your personal review of the book.  

 

7. Tell what you liked or didn't like about the author's style on the BREAD 

bottom. 

 

8. Lastly, put your sandwich together by fastening it all together with a brad 

or a ring.)    

 

 

 



Bread - Color light tan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lettuce: Color light green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tomato: Color light red 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Onion: Color light purple 

  



Lunchmeat: Color pink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cheese: Color yellow or orange 



Bread: Color light tan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Self Reflection  

(Due:    ) 

 

What do you know now that you did not know before?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the biggest surprise about the War of 1812? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you think would have been the most difficult part of being 

a merchant in Fells Point before or During the War of 1812? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Comments 

(Due:   ) 

 

Once you have completed your project share your Colony Project 

with three other people, two of whom must be adults. Ask these 

people to write a few comments about your creativity and effort 

then have them sign their names.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment 1: Completed by ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Comment 3: Completed by ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Comment 2: Completed by ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 


